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NEGLECTED UNLOVED STATIONS 
RAILWAY BUILDINGS  

150 YEARS OF HISTORY  
150 YEARS OF HERITAGE 

ALRESFORD STATION HOUSE & BOOKING OFFICE 
BOARDED UP LONDON BOUND (UP) PLATFORM  



RESTORED & LOVED  
OLD STATION HOUSE AS A DWELLING 

THORPE LE SOKEN  



IS THIS A GOOD LONG TERM SUBSTITUTE?? 

GLASS & STEEL SHELTER  
COLCHESTER TOWN 



WALTON ON NAZE STATION 
A COMPACT SLATE ROOFED BRICK  BOX 

No Public Toilets/ No Waiting Room  

 



WALTON ON NAZE STATION  
OLD TERMINUS HOUSE – NOW FLATS 



KIRBY CROSS STATION  
DISUSED STATION HOUSE DOWNSIDE 



KIRBY CROSS STATION  
STREET VIEW 



KIRBY CROSS STATION 
DOWN PLATFORM VIEW 



KIRBY CROSS STATION 
LOOKING ACROSS TO UP PLATFORM 

CANOPY & BUILDING  



UP PLATFORM CANOPY & BUILDING  
KIRBY CROSS STATION 



ALRESFORD STATION –  
ONLY A SHELTER IS PROVIDED NOW ON 

DOWN PLATFORM 



ALRESFORD STATION   
DOWN PLATFORM AS WAS !! 

IS THE NEW SHELTER AN IMPROVEMENT   ON WHAT COULD HAVE BEEN RESTORED? 



ALRSEFORD  STATION UP PLATFORM 
DISUSED STATION HOUSE 



ALRESFORD STATION HOUSE 
REAR VIEW 



 ALRESFORD STATION BOOKING OFFICE 
SHORT LIFE PREFAB PORTAKBIN !! 
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WEELEY STATION  HOUSE 



GT. BENTLEY STATION 
FULLY RESTORED & FUNCTIONAL 

FIRST GT. EASTERN RENOVATED & RESTORED FACILITIES   



 
 

GREAT BENTLEY STATION 
FULLY  RESTORED & FUNCTIONAL 

AND SERVING CUSTOMERS 
DOWN CLACTON PLATFORM/ LONDON UP PLATFORM  

 
 



WHAT SHOULD IT COST TO RESTORE 

ÅEstimates based on Grade 1 Listed Building 

Å£70-90 K ( KIRBY CROSS OR ALRESFORD) 

( Require Re-wiring, Central Heating, Lighting, 
New windows, Flooring Redecoration) 

ÅBut £90-140K WEELEY STATION  

Å(as above plus new roof) 



WHY DO IT? 

ÅBuildings last 150 years will last another 100τ
150 years if restored 

ÅSteel and Glass shelters are short life 
structures with 20-30 year life based on 
manufacturers  web info and ave. annual cost 
poor Value For Money 

ÅUtilitarian Brick Hut Offices : Lack flexibility for 
future growth 

 

 

 



WHY DfT, TOCs & NR DISINTERESTED? 

ÁBeholden to myth everyone will go online, have 
access to wonderful new  digital gadgetry? 

ÁBlinkered Reality ignores the old, disabled, low 
income, economics  and those who are 
disenfranchised by lack of reliable, powerful 
Mobile and/or High Speed Fibre Broadband? 

ÁWhy should Grandma be expected to fork out for 
a £600 SMART PHONE for purchase of a £20 Rail 
Ticket ? (If she can understand the clever 
gadget?)  



AN ALTERNATE VISION FOR FUTURE? 

ÅREHABILTATED/ RENOVATED STATION BUIDLINGS 
AS MULTI USE COMMNUNITY HUBS 
ÅDROP IN CONSELLING & ADVICE CENTRE 
ÅCOMMUNITY TRANSPOTY & TAXI BASE 
ÅUSEFUL MICRO BUSINESS BASE: BARBERS/ 

HAIRDRESSERS/ CAFES/ INTERNET HUB 
ÅCOMMUNITY POLICY/ SECURITY HUB 
ÅENHANCING TICKET AGENCY/ PASSENGER 

FACILITIES (ACCES TO TOILETS &WARM LIT 
WAITING ROOMS) 
 

 



BEWARE DAMMED LIES & STATISTICS 

ÅCouncil Officer  Or Rail may say Rental Returns 
Expected to be Inadequate (I.E. SHORT TERM) 

ÅBut HM Treasury GREENBOOK  (Parliamentary 
/ Public Sector Rules ) & CIPFA guidelines say 
Discounted Cash Flow of NET PRESENT VALUE 
OF FUTURE CASH FLOWS 

Å I.E. LIFETIME  &  LONG TERM V SHORT TERM 

 

 



WHERE’S THE MONEY? 

ÅPRIVATE SECTOR COLLABORATION/ SPONSORS 

ÅCHARITABLE TRUSTS & ENDOWMENT FUNDS 

ÅCOMMUNUNITY FUNDRAISING  

ÅNOT FOR PROFIT SECTOR INTERESTED IN 
COMMUNITY BASES/ CENTRE 

ÅOTHER COMMUNITY GROUPS 

ÅPRIVATE DONATIONS 

 

 

 



AND FINALLY! WHO IS  KIDDING WHO? 
RAILTRACK &  NR TRIED TO LET KIRBY STATION 

BUT WHO REALLY WOULD TAKE ON MASSIVE REPAIRS ON 
A SHORT  LEASE WITH NO SECURITY OF TENURE?  


